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Elephants, which discompos'd and broke their Ranks in the Battel fought in
Africk, where those Animals made such destruction of their People, the
Souldiers became so terribly aw'd, that tho' they had been on several occa-
sions drawn up in Battalia to ingage within five or six Furlongs of the Car-
thaginian Army; sometimes in the Territory of Selinunce, sometimes about
LilyloBum^ yet for the space of two Years together they wanted Resolution to
ingage them, or to adventure to abide in the Champain Country, so great a
dread they had conceiv'd of the Fury and Shock of those stupendious beasts:
So that little or no Progress was made in their Affairs during all that space,
saving the taking of Lipary and Therme^ the Ar-my continuing Coopt up in
the Mountains, and Inaccessible Places. Wherefore the Romans, observing
this Tarrour among their Legions, took a Resolution once more, to tempt their
Fortune by Sea: Accordingly upon the Creation of C. Atilius and L. Manliw
Consuls, they Order'd the Building of Fifty Vessels, and Levies of men for
that Service; and now they had a Navy once again establish'd.
Hasdrubal having observ'd this dread that possess'd the Roman Army,
when ever he presented them Battel, and having Intelligence that one of the
Consuls was now return'd back to Eome^ and one half of the Army with him;
and that Cceeiliu* with the rest of the Troops was at Palermo^ Assisting their
Allies in gathering in their Harvest, their Corn being now Ripe; he March'd
out of Lilybceiim with his Troops, and came and Incamp'd on the Borders of
the Territory of Palermo, Cceciliu* observing this weak Proceeding of the
Carthaginian, kept his People within the Walls of the Town, thereby to in-
gage him to Advance nearer, which Hasd-rubal accordingly did, perswaded
thereto by the shew of fear the Romans were under, and imagining that
Cacilius had not the Resolution to appear in the Field, he rashly adventured
his Army into a narrow Straight: and albeit he wasted the Country to the
very Walls of Palermo, C&cilius nevertheless held his first determination,
not to move till the Enemy had pass'd the River that runs close by the Town.
When, in short, after the Elephants and the whole Army had got over, he
Order'd some of his light Arm'd Souldiers, to advance out against them to
Pickeer, and draw them the more boldly on. And observing all things to
Succeed as he had projected, he Posted a Body of select and skilful Souldiers
upon the Counterscarp of the Town, with Orders that if the Elephants ad-
vanc'd upon them, to Attack them with Darts and Missive Weapons, and in
case they should be press'd by those Animals, that they should then retire
into the Ditch; and from thence gall and molest them all they could. He
Order'd the Towns People at the same time to furnish themselves with great
quantities of Darts, and Post themselves without the Town at the Foot of
the Walls, and there abide in a Posture of Defence. C&cttius himself with
all his troops remained in readiness at a certain Gate of the Town, that was
oppos'd to the Right Wing of the Enemy, from whence he sustain'd the
Troops with fresh Supplies of men, who were already Ingaged. In a Word,
the Battel began now to grow warm, and the Leaders of the Elephants being
resolv'd to be sharers with Ha&drulal in the Honour of the day, proceeding
as if they design'd the Victory should be wholly owing to them, advanced afl
in Order upon the Romany whom they soon forc'd to give Ground and retire
into the Ditch. But now the Elephants, smarting with the Wounds they
had received, and vex'd with the Darts wherewith they were gall'd both from
the Ditch and the Walls of the Town, began to grow unruly, fell upon their
own People, and destroy'd many, and put their Troops in disorder. This
being observed by Caciliut he forthwith Salli'd ont with his Troops fresh
and in good Order, and attacking the Enemy in Flank, who were already